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from the west; but since you are about to take so long a
journey, you would be doing well to prostrate yourself
before our saint; that would bring you good luck/
' We never bow down before men; the true doctrines of
the west are opposed to that practice/ * Our saint is not
merely a man; perhaps you are not aware that in our
small monastery we have the good fortune to possess a
Chaberon, a living Bud'ha. It is two years since he con-
descended to come hither from the holy mountains of
Thibet; in fact, he is seven years of age. In one of his
former existences, he was the Grand Lama of a mag-
nificent monastery, situated in this valley, which was
destroyed in the time of the wars of Gengis Khan. The
saint having re-appeared a few years since, we have hastily
constructed a small monastery. Come, brethren, our
saint will extend his right hand over your heads, and
good fortune will attend your steps/ "'

Such is a picture of the universal belief in the ever-
existing personality of the successors of the ancient
Bud'ha, The effects produced among the Crotoniates by
the arrival of Pythagoras, are said to have been truly
marvellous; being nothing less than a moral and political
reform in their most powerful sense. Luxury was
abandoned, simplicity took the place of seductive attire
At the very first discourse of the illustrious missionary o:
morality, two thousand individuals were converted; and
the Supreme Council, penetrated with the noble powers ol
the great apostle of Lamaism, offered him the exalted post
of their President, and placed at the head of the religious
female processions, his wife and daughter. The extensive
nature of these conversions is in exact keeping with the
Buddhistic accounts contained in the Mahawanso, where the
conversion of many thousands is but the work of a day.

"To trace these tales to a true foundation," writea
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